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European Smart City concepts are tailored to “saturated” cities dealing with low carbon
emission concepts, urban competitiveness and quality of live improvement, focusing on
energy efficiency, renewable energy, public transportation and use of ICT in different
urban systems. Middle East / Mediterranean regions’ Smart City concepts are more
tailored to emerging cities coping with rapid growth, insufficient infrastructure supply and
oil based economy transformation. On the background of different socio-economic
needs and different planning cultures, public and private actors are considered in
different meanings in respective governance approaches and (market against city
driven) decision finding processes. Initial presentations and the following discussion will
give an overview of smart city activities in the addressed regions (Europe versus
southern Mediterranean/Middle East) and will highlight the roles of private and public
actors and their respective challenges supporting sustainable development.
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Andrés Monzon Research Program Coordinator of ASCIMER, Universidad
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Hans-Martin Neumann Thematic Coordinator Urban Transformation, AlT - Austrian
Institute of Technology, Vienna, Austria

Ghazal Etminan Architecture & Smart City Expert, AIT - Austrian Institute of
Technology, Teharan, Iran

Mohammed bin Director, Environmental and Municipal Studies Institute,

Saif Al-Kuwari Doha, State of Qatar

Sebastian Elbe CEO, SPRINTconsult Scientific Political Consulting,

Darmstadt, Germany
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